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Martha Musgrove
2432 Edgewater Dr.
West Palm Beach, FL 33406

561-965-9409

All Aboard Florida appears to qualify for the Railroad Rehabilitation and Improvement

Financing. If a grant and/or loan is approved it should be subject to the following conditions:

A. AAF should be required to include and pay for the safety improvements at crossings

that allow local governments to implement quiet Zones. Railroads are a “business”
and no other business is allowed to transfer the costs of mitigating noise to local
government.

(“No other business” includes airports, which in Palm Beach County were
required years ago to insulate or buyout residences beneath flight paths; buying out
proved cheaper for the airline/airport industry. In downtown West Palm Beach, bars
and sidewalk cafes are subject to noise controls.) Railroads cite laws dating to the
1800 that shift the responsibility but this country will never modernize its rail system

through urban areas without dealing with noise pollution.

. Navigation must be preserved. Along the New River, Loxahatchee River and St.
Lucie River railroad bridges have no more than five-foot clearances. The time it
takes to lower-then-raise the bridges (20 minutes) must be added to the time it takes
for passenger and freight trains to cross in evaluating impacts. Marine industries
upstream on the New River are a major employer and economic generator in Fort
Lauderdale. Industry analysts there report they need 40 minutes per hour free-passage
on high tide. The EIS does not take tides into account. Recreational boating and
fishing are major economic generators in Jupiter and Stuart.

1. The viability of redeveloped and now bustling downtown waterfront-section
of Stuart is clearly at risk (including the livelihood of merchants, artists and
performers). The city’s downtown traffic issues (epitomized by what’s
quaintly referred to as “confusion corner”) require an evaluation of re-
routing of rail or auto traffic; the long approach from the south suggests
possible replacement of the existing railroad bridge with high-level
clearance allowing recreational boat clearance. )

_ Extension of commuter rail between Miami and Jupiter. An agreement is in place to
extend Tri Rail service from Mimi to Jupiter but extension is contingent on the FRA
loan/grant. If no financing is to be provided by FRA the agreement will be void. As a
condition of FRA financing, FRA must require dual-height platforms to
accommodate passengers of commuter and long-distance trains (AAF has contracted
to purchase cars with doors that open at a different beight than those of commuter rail
train now in service.) AAF must not be allowed to claim as a “benefit” any
accommodation to Tri-Rail (the existing commuter service) if no arrangement 18
made for commuter-rail passengers (including disabled passengers) to board or de-




h

2

board from rail cars. AAF has suggested Tri-Rail acquire new cars — that is not
reasonable, it isnot a profitable service.

Draft EIS — questions and comments

A If no FRA grant is forthcoming for Phase I What regulatory authority can FRA exert on

behalf of people in impacted areas?

B. Please explain:

M’ﬁa

] (Z
104 Nl

(a.) How is it that AAF was allowed to write its own Environmental Assessment based

on which FRA issued a FONSI that now permits construction on Phase I -

arguably the most controversial phase and certainly the one impacting the
greatest number of people — and to do so without independent review and analysis
from FRA?@“G«' prbiic Foorq s /o bty b

7 (b.) that only Phase II (the link between Cocoa and Orlando), and supplemental changes of

’ stations and the “new location” in West Palm Beach” of a “proposed Fort Lauderdale

layover and maintenance facility” is subject to this National Environmental Policy Act

,/" Process and DEIS. (Summary p S-4)

:‘ i M/ 3 In my experience, the FRA process is totally at odds with NEPA processes of

other federal agencies financing, constructing projects, and implementing
programs.

C. Passenger traffic: While the point is made carlier, that this EIS is directed only to Phase 1L, it

is replete with statements made about Phase 1, including estimates of passenger traffic
diverted from highways, and airlines. 1f Phase I, is to be entirely, privately funded the
number of passengers AAF serves is somewhat irrelevant; public funds are not at risk. If a
federal loan or loan guarantee 18 provided passenger projections are Very relevant,
determinant of its success, and ought to be realistic. .

This EIS describes establishing “sustainable, reliable transportation” as an objective but
the passenger projections are not credible. For example, the EIS projects 3.5 million
passengers in 2019 — in the next five years -- but that number includes two million people
traveling between West Palm Beach and Miami, ie. commuting via AAF (in lieu of or in
addition to passengers On Tri-Rail). The EIS also projects 335,628 “auto-vehicles” beng
«removed” from regional highways and roads. Was each of those cars carrying six people? If
you deduct the 152,000 bus-riders the current number of auto-passengers per car would rise
still higher. To justify its passenger projections, the EIS must provide some explanation of
where, in the next five years, all these people are coming from is required.



D. Crossings and delays: In urban areas, the time it takes a passenger train to clear a crossing in

daylight hours is certainly going to be shorter than the time it takes for traffic-lights to recycle
and for traffic that’s backed-up at the lights to clear the crossing. The EIS neither
acknowledges nor attempts to account for this additional delay, which when it occurs on four-
to six-lane arterial roads with tumn signals and/ or adjacent to Interstate highway entrance and
exits can be quite considerable and is a principal complaint of motorists and residents.

Environmental justice: Having recently driven the 528 Beach line corridor from Orlando to
Cocoa, which crosses the headwaters of the St. Johns River . I agree there is minimal impact
on minority communities. There is a r‘rLajg impact on minority communities along the coast
between Cocoa and Miami that the Environmental Assessment identified in census tracts but
then dismissed and/or tried to offset by projected increases in temporary construction jobs. It
was generally assumed there would be discussion of those impacts in this EIS. -

I may submit later comments about the environmental impacts of Phase II .

MLM
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Like many local residents and mariners, | am quite concerned about the negative
impact of AAF and the associated planned freight expansion. i understand that
AAF alone will require 32 additional closings of the Loxahatchee River railroad
bridge per day, and that there will be additional freight traffic necessitating many
long closings also. The freight closings are the worst part of the problem, given

ol oz Lot E Blaa renime snd duration f tlan ~lmsinee
the long iengtn O thic rrains ana auration o1 hd CiGSIngS.

| see the following navigational problems:

s Impeding navigation of the river for recreational purposes

e Limitation of access o the western portion by boaters

« Limitation of access of emergency vessels for long periods of time,
especially when the bridge is traversed by freight trains. This could result in
deaths in cases of accidents or illness. '

e Compiete blockage of access if & freight train is stopped on the pridge
because of mechanical breakdown or accident

e Excessive wear and tear on the mechanism of the bridge

| further see the following land-based problems:

o Intolerable traffic delays due to the increased frequency of railroad crossing
blockage due to both AAF trains and the expected increased number of
long, slower-moving freight trains

e Increased chance of train-auto coliisions at Crossings

e Long delays in response time for emergency vehicles, resulting in
unnecessary deaths

e Decrease in property values due to the noise, danger, and congestion from
the increased rail traffic

e Lower quality of life in this beautiful part of Florida. Some of the most
beautiful developments in this part of the nation will be devastated by this

project.
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